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Casting Life through Photographic Practice:

Isa Ho’s Relational Portraiture and Hou I-Ting’s Haptic Archives
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Chu-Chiun WEI Assistant Professor, Department of Fine Arts, National Taiwan Normal
University
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| Abstract |

This article proposes “casting life" as a critical concept for reconsidering the
long-standing association between photography, death, absence, and the
evidentiary logic of “that-has-been.” Rather than rejecting the relation between
photography and death, it argues that contemporary photographic practice can
also render fragile, suppressed, or historically archived lives visible, tangible, and
ethically addressable through relational formation, digital reconstruction, and
material intervention. Focusing on Isa Ho and Hou I-Ting, this article examines
two modes of photographic practice. Ho's Westbeth Project and her series
on Ukrainian women artists employ interviews, companionship, and digital
montage to construct relational portraits. By assembling multiple temporalities,
spaces, viewpoints, and subjective impressions, her works prevent elderly
artists and women artists under war from being fixed as figures of decline or
victimhood. By contrast, Hou I-Ting's Lik-su Tsiam-tsi l(dng intervenes in archival
photographs of women from the Japanese colonial period through embroidery.
Thread, puncture, labor, and haptic viewing transform these images into tactile
surfaces that reactivate the sensorial presence of women shaped by colonial
education, gender discipline, and archival classification. This article argues that
both artists transform photography from an index of death into a practice of
care.

Keywords | casting life, Isa Ho, Hou I-Ting, relational portraiture, haptic archives
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GESRNEMPHOEMEEL - BES - PIHEE (Walter Benjamin)
BIEE M A E BN RMES > ISR EHNEEMEREFEEFU
R BRARERA—EERESNRELRFE MRS TAEN -

(1969[1936]: 217-251) iE—#EEE1E4ER - 245 (Roland Barthes ) BY (PR
=) (Camera Lucida ) —EHHIE@IEE > RE) - BRAEREA LB
MR ERBMAGFEEDEH < BAPIERERISEDATE - (1981(1980]:
76-77) EIFRME > BRI - REEAE (Susan Sontag) TMEH - BRZBEE
WEERE  FERENRNE T o8 B{tA—ETREBEENAE > M

F—UWIE 2 AR MRS M B AR R E I AIARAR - (1977: 15) FEEHRN
HBIAS T B ANMEETEIR > ERIERA—BATMIERIETHEN
A ERAEEETHEIET v EE T AEERNEMEIER 2R B
WREBEHENRREHAEZYNUE  MAKTZREEREMTRER
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PR ICMABREBRZEREEMER T 5By (portraiture) B2 N1
%1 (archive) EMERGE BZHAFHABMENEIERT - AMEN—
HEBHRERNER - 8% (RBRAERERDNESERRERAR
A > EoGERRHOBEMECNAEMAASHEEEE - X
1809 (ZRENE#4ETE) (Westbeth Project, 2013-2022 ) REAIRIREMER
AOZBMELEEEPHISKREME > WE 2025 FHMEHFEFIER
PRSI RMRVIBETE - EMERTEmIIFFE —B BT -
MRS RDEEHUSMMA - AE—EETD  TEREBDERNES
MmEAFEEZEAEEMEER  BREF2RABEETENEG - Tk
BB SR P B B A AR E R AMEAYNSEE -
HE ERIERIMS AN —TE ] RUANR L ap /R ARG 23R - &1 = AEI{ER]
RIEBEWERCEELIERED - H (BLRIMWAY (Lik-sd Tsiam-ts/
lang, 2015-) RFIERGRIRIER B LETRGE - KBRS ERIFHE
BRNMABALBREZT > EFRATENBRBEAEBMEEENDEZ
REH - £E—BET > BEABREBEMER > MAS—ERTHRER
BEHERNSE > ERANGECEZERCEININESEEHERS
RUAI LROTZ7E - BUGERE R RESRETEALR SN EHEER -
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RISiREBEI Cmilif e N EESHE  E—EBE T MEL
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SREB{CARREREER  BET Rt AL a2 rl U R BEUH E R
& URERNERAY - SHRABELMART “EQEE%%ET’FSEF‘ZEP
Rt - EEMBERTELESNEGE > EAEREEERDIES TIHEE
REBENER > MOBRE—FREDGUCERE INERTES - WIER
PMEN NRD IR NEF A LG R - AR NEERBEZREBE
BEREHETIPIEN - AEIEB TETH) ~ THERL) ~ TYER
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B BSET 2 ERBAEY > W3IFE —EOAVaE > maE T « B -
EREREFNESEAEERTER MNHIBEE (BT /NE) (Little
History of Photography, 1999[1931]) —X A EMEH » BN HKRMEARE
RIEREE > MERERMERFRENE —HEEB TEBAED o X
KIE - BIE4EY - B8 ( David Octavius Hill, 1802-1870) RY 19 tH424H 22
X (Newhaven ) J2imHR R &%) > SRIBAMBEEMWE 2 AYNER
RSB ZBETEIEN - BIRRILEEASREMAMINEE - B
BEBENAMER > MeEREHEERESEFENEmREZRE -
(Benjamin 199901931]: 510 ) tb—EREABABI N DIMEBRPRZEM [ EBEE
# 1 (optical unconscious) » thFLEBEIEBIK ~ 1SENFEAMEWECEE -
BTRRRESHBEREZERENEE > FIREPIE Y_Ziff%"s PUFIR o
(Benjamin 1999[1931]: 510-512 ) B W IFRFTEE » TEPRE TIR
T ERE IR ) B9 INKTE -

BEEIENE  NHEBHESGNTIREEEET  SATERGTHE - 28
(August Sander, 1876-1964 ) MEGEFTEFR - AEREAL S HIRH
BENMmz - 2EMER - TA - AEHG FEAEBES D EILRILF
5 FHBAREBALE > MASRERAR - BFEEBURUERN IR
F, (training manual) ° (Benjamin 1999[1931]: 520 ) {BEE &K
(M E BT AV EMIESR ) ( The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical
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Reproduction) - JIHPRE—FIEL - HMWMERF2MEFRAENEE
(cult value ) ErIEREIE (exhibition value) - BEERERAE—EGII
EAHBRNDEFEANES  LIBEAENERREN > RHREBEZPNEGR
BT REBEMENRRIGFT o (Benjamin 1969[1936]: 223-226 )

BT (BB=E) PRSEFZEETHNREHEQRRBRENR - tEREESE
A Spectrum > WbRIBFBEERZE  TE B HMERNR 5 ELE - 1B R PrOKIE
FHWIFBEMANBIRE SR > MENMERNF RO EZRA] ° (Barthes
1981[1980]: 9) E4FEZEIN T &8 | (posing) REIPBEWARELEEN
BReRER5 - HIRER AN © that-has-been » TRED TG
L) c RABEAEEBYECEERRT  EHEFBERILE—EISEEARTE
O] > FEFEMABRZERIGEN o (Barthes 1981[1980]: 76-77) 1£ I BF
BEARIES (punctum) 1 BIETERT - BARBRERBEANAZSEMEE -
meREAS BEE TGP ERER N EEREE I B EB88%ET .y -
(Barthes 1981[1980]: 94-96) EIt - EBY5ATBEEBENETE > FRE2R
RRETERERNEED - MeBEeAEaB LAREERE - BESEEA
K& REEBCARIENEEES - AT BREOBEER - SR
MRS BEERREREIET  MBRDREGUETEEERFZRENRE

HERERFNSERARIEER - REBE (WHER) (0n Photography )
PR B EECERIRUEH BT E R mIEREGES - ihisd - FIARRER
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A TETRE ] (memento mori) B YEE ; fHIREIE 2 B ASIEY)
ROZETIE ~ BRS5IEELEENE - (Sontag 1977: 14) BRABEZE TAES ) -

& NRENZRR 1 » (EAFIESZMBHARERS - At REREHEE
AAER - BEEENE > RESBLECEEER B M  HEMARIK
EREEBERTEHE  IRFEDEENT R  LEAESHTBR BT

FIEECRIENM ANBSEBILE @ R ETRREBERBAMEIHEFIE - (Sontag
1977:10-18 ) FIPI AR Z.%i%*%?m/‘?E@ETH%%ZEP@%TﬁIEE@EEWE » &
MR BEBRIZE MR BHREERY —EZWE — B EEHEHE
EEBNBAFRERED -

AR R - BERTE T D RS RIATRD © ISEEREBERIE - 5L
MMETE T RZIERNERENR - BERZRBKENRRT  BEEX
BHERF - EBE—FIWmENBOUCRELED  SREEL > BF
DESIARA -~ B8 - MREBESUDERERIENERER - BEEERR
R AN SRR AR B 2L Ap JRR B BRI -

(=) TedhEEIfEys © RSB

2R (Jeehey Kim) R EEZEHBRBENMRE - BHT 5 —FER
T BISE T T%E’J??‘t %E%jﬂatﬂ ﬁ?’i%%ﬂ;ﬁ&x@ﬁ%% T
RANEIRBEIETBES > mEERE T > BRRAR TEKREMSE
ATE 1 ZRS] - 2810 121113 BERDEZHGIIRET  HBRUEARET
ERENEE > MEFEREEETEURTREARNFEESNEN - 8BS

B Memento mori) E—GRITERS  BEE
M REBIET ) e T OIREBE—3E] -
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2 BEAGFEENARZ TERE 1 (absence) > ME ' AAIRMNERS )
(invisible presence) ° (Kim 2015: 15) A » £ ZENAR T EBER
BEARAKXMAREHNOLRBEERSNFe L 88 BEEIFHN
g~ RZEFATINANSHEMRESREXEEME - MRERSAR
BRIENH SR FERTE > PEBARNESL » SEBRERERE - £2

B AP NANNER > TEARNRERBREIETNRGEITIER
BEMIERR S TRE . 5 TBRE ) WA NE—F BEZRUNAIESEE XL
MBERGRPEEERTEER - M= FERZAMEREZZ R ZMAR
ENEREMERESBENBESH - THREBECBZNIETESGERA
AR - EMIREZ B EEE W IBE TS > AEBRFRERA
FaAYERT ©

ERE—TSREBENAORE 2BIEMZEEd > LABELZHRA
MEZR ) NS IERAR - 5 - EFF (Jacques Derrida) £ (1EXRE)
(Archive Fever) H3$gHd » archive BWHI T FR arkhe » BREEE I H
i1 Bl Ta% ) 28 BEAREBRFAENGFT > tEAFZIHFAEAR
7 DEBRENES - BERABAEPILEE > Me RIS - #EEHE
BEBRNGE > WEEFH—  DEHRES  FHEOEEMARSE - TF
WHERIA R RELRER 24 o (Derrida 1995: 9-11) BZ - BE{L ( Okwui
Enwezor) MIARAEXENEZE > THERXIMW MEFEE ] (Archive
Fever) —RIKEMRMP - AZLLE BRI E X 2MARE - thisd - 185

ERIEMARMNEEE > Me—EFXFNRNAR  BrHETREAR
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A~ BB ERINEE 0 MASNEREENEREN  BRWER IR
HAE—iE N EEM23 ) (archiving machine) ° (Enwezor 2008: 11-12)
Hit > BREARE NIEEBE ] NIETERE » L2 AY - SHHEELEE
%Eﬂ%@ ~ AR R RERIE R -

IE— BN ERERTN (BLREAN) - EmPHRBIER
R F 2R XEEEREEEELR A > UFERREFRMEEWNE
Lrkt > MmEEHPERIRCE « HERH - 1ERIRFNERR & D REPTAE AT
ERTGR - LEHAEBRATHNANS D ROBETEREDAIERL T - Bl
AERBLEEZRPHIXE—BSEARE-—HRERE-—SZTENUE - MESE
MG HERSEERMABHEEXFREAEIET > HKIBE - &
BB~ AR F IR R BNRIESE - AL - RIGSHOREN ALZE
AERE > WAZHELRANEBE  MEHERMFHNEMSE - E
BEM - R BEREFTRE > MPEMENBENAEBEZRR - R
WO TEHEHEERCNEERENEENEREREBERED -

BHE - Bid (Geoffrey Batchen) HR B E\EE E 4 (vernacular
photography ) B4R MR RS > BEARBERAES (BEREA) 89
BERELREEERG - BANTT U SEFIRRERR R B ErVEHEN2

ENE A SE - B BB IE) (Forget Me Not: Photography and
Remembrance ) —& RIS » SRBOMNERI T EM 19 tHCE 20 tHig
VIS HEBEE G  MIEHRBAANDAFRRDIE - BEGIER
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o EEENAESTREBAREBRTEMEE G - BLL > AFE
BEMBRBROVERE - 881 - FE -~ B8 - BRBEANMEZEMRNTA
FRAMTTEREENEGEB(CAEE - FEEIESNEIEY - HPfgE
EN—BEAHUBRRE—E > BEER—HKRESLSYEToERN—
FEFZEC o (Batchen 2004: 14-15, 31, 65-76 ) B L= BIH0ENHE « AR eSS
AR BERSEHEHBEFPEERANEREMBERIAEE - ALL
EFESAENRATHEEEZARE—EHRENTEES - halUE—
EWIFA ~ HEE - WINT - HENE FMEMNZ GG - EEERL
BIABER (BRREA) BAEBEINm LM ERIEE - B

FRARBEOEEZMENMEENEZ L AIBBREMITHEERERE
M EMERRANEECEANTR - EIR=EBF IR - B - ZFR
HEXAEW  FREERATNBRREQAENREEREE > MAA—ERIK
B EFMBRELELRELENYEERE - Attt JE—PEDE
=B RIBMEREN MEEEa 1 A0 BERFEARNEEBENTAN
FRERLCNERECGENESYEERE ; MRBRIEBEUSHK - Pz
ZERFEGEE  FEHEAEZRNE—RPIHEB - mAsESHN ~ FBFHE -
=M B BRI AT RIS R A £ W Bl(% o

(=) @iy B R AL o BN S8 Bl S AR B A P i

Al —EBO& PTad am VTS = E2EC 1R @Tﬁ’a‘%xﬁ/\mﬁ}%ﬁ’];ﬂ » T PIBERY
AHEBRE  AHCREEHEBENET - E—FmM= > 1§}Haa;(post—
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photography ) B TEGE1RE 1 (haptic visuality ) BIEER > D BIBBIIER
PREERAHWNAESNEMPWEN - FIEIRERBNI G ARRNEE
MBI HE—REANZRS RN > SorHam - BEB AN G
e BEAIEMEBE HNNEE - MG ANE R EWIZ B
MERBIR > MEASERENER - KECEGEEARK %ME’J%EE
ELEE - KEDE (William J. Mitchell) $5 - BMUSBRH#ATEIRE LI pEHA
BHRBAEMN  BEHERASANEEERAEL  BRBREE §'I”_iLEﬁ+Et|:
w15 > MBNZEAHGRBEEEENK - SR GET - B - sTHE RSN -
EE - AR EAERERERIAME LB TIIEREN - me—f&n
WIRVEIIE 4SS o (Mitchell 1992: 4-8) BEEMN I > BAIS G D&
MEERRREREBENEERE s FBNENABRERFINA M
EEAEER - SREBEESMN o (Mitchell 1992: 6-8)

IE—EmEBEHRIEROUIBNTRALSMEE - EERET EHRKIER
TR WRSIERE > HEBUETEEYNE —BE B &R ENIRR
A BREERRA ] A R IR R A B R E—IRPIBRA] -
mAEHF AEIASE « £ - RABETHREREMEBRE—SE T - H{
ﬁztﬁﬁ'ﬁm FIUERIIGEA THUHBENEEN - W A2EREREERS
R BEEGRSESEE IR~ ATEREME - Y ETE 2
%Eﬁﬁ&x%y%- - BEPA THABER 1 > BIBEME—RER
e L IZBNEEALAZHEGERLCE  MEEBZERMA
BB R ER > ETBARIBRE £ EBRNE R EE - KUBAIELHN
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UGB EE > FILARAZETEEENNE > URHT BB R
R AN ZE R AT AE - (2 A RIS AR BB —IRPIROBTREI PR - AR A A& ED 3
EEINEEEEES TR ESENEAL S A

BE ORI IR B AR B ARR - 2R I5524% ( Laura Marks ) B9 T 5
BIRE ) ARMERER=NAEDEGURAEEHREEZNIERER
ISRMMBEBERE  TAERMREBIREEHHES  MEFEHEEN
REBIZITRE - I—fEREeE - KB - EEFAMERNANIBALH
M > (Marks 2000: 162-163) £t - B ABRERENVED - ME2EB
xREME - EEHEBRORKAHSR - E—HMAMNMAE - ERAXE
WEMZR - BEHBAR BEEERYNCARZEBAS > METE
ERMEREN SRR RS -

=~ I RIBRIGAR E R E B2

(—) wiiEanB &S

(BRET B 4AatE) JREEM 2013 5 > (O R IB MBI EST s NS EHE ( Asian
Cultural Council, ACC) EANZEBMNEMRHEXTERMELBMAE
( Westbeth Artists Housing ) N—REIAE » WIEERBEETEFNSRE
x> B2 2018 ER L =EROANTHREBERNGTE - FEZ
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o BEFENFESE T BRBERNESR - BERIEHEREENES
SECERRBETRZER - A - [WRIBERERGEZRAZREN - LHE
BEFABRNEGHBMRXEBFUEEENERS - EREBSUEERREALN
SR ONEEENGHFBEMRETHE - tRlOUZEmEg 'E
1

WAERTBIMERND  BERELRL qWBEHR - » RIR
R ABFHERRRAXETIMHE > B BEENRHE > BT
EREMRE NI FTHEE ;- T T AR AT BB R AR
TR ko BRRERE EPIBEEATCES HRBFH
&

------ BRI R M BRI REMPMHE LS
T 6 A

------ R4 — L — A8 3k ~ 8 B KB & AR 33
o (BF4EHE > 2022 :5)

FEHESRL (RFRGHE) TNEGUIFELFIRKEE IR
FAARR > MEARE sk BHESRERZHE > ReREMXRVED
BRI E A — TR MR EMRELS -

(BRETE#AGTE) ROBGENM > WERTEENREE TR L 2B %
EmOEERBRETEIETCENELREY - —REREFNEHE 15
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SEARBIIETHRANER - BULBREEMRMEECEERETE
AYA B RAIERES ]IKLXI%IF%‘EE’H%%&%%EW% SEURHAI  BiE
N 2IRBESHEMBIRNLESEE  MEEESBENREMEN > 5
so £ E B RIS T EIEREE - 220I5ER Eﬁ%%%@ﬁﬁiéﬁh—ﬁ - BB
B (Tom Duncan) BEGH » BB WSS EMENERZER -
BMATRABMRARERIUNE « BERAE - R - @5 FH\ - 1
AR BT EBOREERBOMETZNZTRE (B 1] ; EREI5HE
MEEX - ZF (Ralph Lee) NE/ZF » BB —RAZOMNETHIES
—B/NBRI - R LBBRZOEHNEER - OZEETEWSINER B
BERENTE [E 2] ; EREEIERMEBAEMAFR - 8855 (Jonathan
Bauch) TECHARTROXMMEBRERFRES » FHROBIRRNH

— M EMREBE N L~ DNEFSE _EMiS EAOBEZE/FmpbEESE 2R [[E
3] —(UBMREE 80 LT i fIRRFETIFENHEEE S M
sREAE SR mERIE - (R IBARKE R ERZ MR X T mE]
ENEED ©

BR T 4R B RORSRERNSN - BRIRARE - RBEFBNATEEEERS
EREBRKEAEMEN - 8 —REGILIF—RIRFIFTMN - A ZIBERDERE
PAETIEER - EREENENTR —BEF —ERRE CNER 19
RERIRE W EA TR T - AR - tERFATNFIE - MENIRER £
R EEZEBRBHIER ) —SRTBOEGF > BIR TETRMERT
EHEMBBREER - RBRKEFASENRE BRTUREAE

1 A& (58 - 85) (Tom Duncan) -
BNIE L > 152x 262 cm > 2017

2 fAZE (EX-ZF) (Ralph Lee) » &
It > 152 x 225 cm > 2017

B3 fZE (RAF- MDY (Jonathan
Bauch) » B{IEH > 122x 212 cm > 2017
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F@HSEY ) o (AFIE 2022 12) HFRER  HROUEBMS -

—RRMTEEREAEREESHREMREMNRKENZRR[E - 1§
it > BABR R ALRE B RIVIESS - URBIARTRERINEEENE
HIE > Wt B CER B EHH0E MoSEENIFIRNER - ke
ZEMROLET > A —(EREETHEROER - 2 - EX - B3R
f (Ralph Martel ) BIHER LA HEL T RALIRVITREINEGESR - BA
SRR ENREABBICREREE - RO BB EESILZRE
FHABEEALERBZOMRZE [E 4] ; OHEAF - 1838 (Nan Tandy)

AN ESERENEREIE EREAEIMEARFRERL
RUIBHE - MAERIBE R L > MBEFZEKFHRODZM > BE/N\+E
AVIBE P S E RN RIFET - (IR BRI B N BRI AR ZF%&
ESEEIREROO LM [E 5] - (FI1FEME - 2017 :30) E#MEIERS
BB RIRE—REERANEGRER > EAMENNEGB NFRNENR
ERBERANEmERE BERRRE CEEERE - 152 X8
EHZBERRE  BAXKFEREBEXE - B RN A - EEEAE
REBEAERITCNRERIBRRE I - MAS— 2B EEE AR
BREBEETHRSREZEFRIEEMNREEE  ERESSURA LS

RELENNEETZERE

B4 AMEZW\> (FEX- BHRE) (Ralph
Martel) > B » RIARAD » FHRA

5 & (@ - 1B@) (Nan Tandy) >
I > 120 x 95 cm > 2014
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(=) P am e el

BN (BB AGTE) USREMRNAEEER - M EE R REAREZ
RER  UHZBENE=EXHEMRAE (M THEEEREE ) B TE
UG HEOBEARENEFIFHER - Tt > EBRERNTAELEREA
EPT%?EE%%TE’JE IE'ZEJF » M FRE NLZARIE - 8% - FTHEEEN
ARG - MEZ > F (BRITEAETE) NEBIUSNERZ EREEAE
%Hﬂ%ﬁﬂ’]?&fz\’ SR@EtERNEN BEEERERR - BIENEEmEE
FIREPHREATEZIRNNRE - BF TBUSR 1 FAREHE B FERE
i MBI ZEEEENE « AEBHEERFMENER  c EEENRE  BER
BBRERZWAAKE - BT -« BEENELCENKRERERZF ; BEK
AIAEZE S AMEERBEARES  EEENEEIHNRES - K8
By - E458h (Judith Butler) ¥ M8 A94ELS
feEan ) (precarious life) BEYERICEEEA - @k%"r ENRIEEEARZ
TR EREIR > MEMELmEERHHEAESD > THRANAESRIE
BESOIENSE D - (2009: 1-32) B (K EFSREGEMANABERS > O
HENSRHEFENMEERREIFPNIRUFTAR REE > metENE
BESF T TER ) W RMEF  EENEEFAETERERNS
me&EBAE T FNEEZE - TFEHE - BIERME B B4 - FanH
AEEFTEECERARHE  MEFARNEEE - AIEHEEERNE
REIR -

(frames of war ) 1 I fg

Sl - BIFEEN T8 BIESR ) 2—1E
HEFIMERIE S - SREREI R4S B R BB U35 4
FEREENISHRNE > MEFENREEH
R NHEEFNRMEBRRIE > EMED
EERIFENMEERISNED o m [ Bl
AlRfs > oA BRERENME - HSEMG
HBAR Nz AMEBSZEE « IEH
REATTRER EMMESSIRAE - At IEFmB L%
HEEEHTABEESRER  (REARIENE
@ o & Judith Butler. Frames of War: When Is
Life Grievable? London: Verso, 2009. 1-32.
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WASEESLEE T (BB 4FtE) BENAIERE - MBIEHEGE
R UREABNUSIATHIEEHRBANZEE - ZRANE®G > B
TRASRIBEIESE FBRENEE - FICRIIMHEETENREL
FMUBETABRENBEN  MEBURAE  BHEEANENGHE -
(Mitchell 1992: 4-8) [IZBIERERLL—AEHM - FHBABZRERN
E—RFIEGEMAE - 24T > BERETEMRFHUSHEMELE - FBATE
M BERE ; BRI HZISRBHLENNAFAER - FEBEER
MEBETRRZBENERD - BERBETNER  FHEABRERALTE
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