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| Abstract |

The Fukuoka Art Museum is going to hold the exhibition Visions of the South:
Japanese Modern Paintings, 1900s-1970s from 11 October to 24 November
2025. This exhibition captures Japanese modern art, which has often been
described from the East-West or Japan-West viewpoints, from the perspective
of “the south.” In the Modern era, Japanese interest in regions such as Okinawa,
Taiwan, Southeast Asia, the South Sea islands, and India expanded, underpinned
by the southward advance policy and its underlying ideology. It was a time when
the nation pursued territorial expansion driven by imperialistic ambitions, while
in the private sector, free trade was promoted and people sought to emigrate in
the hope of success. Specifically, this exhibition aims to introduce how artists
who had headed south for different purposes produced a wide range of artworks
at that time. These works portray “the south” as it is commonly imagined by the
Japanese, and some of the pieces show glimpses of imperialist / colonialist or
Orientalist perspectives. Going beyond the limits of their times, however, the
artists addressed fresh subject matters and aspired to great accomplishments,
creating artworks that achieved more than mere exotism. The structure of
the essay is as follows. First, the exhibition overview is described, focusing on
the aim and the motivation behind it. Subsequently, this paper provides the
exhibition outline and discusses the concepts of the terms “Japanese,” “modern,”
and “art” used in the context of this exhibition. Following it, issues identified
in the course of the research are summarized and examined, and this essay
concludes with the author’s views on the significance of depicting “the south.”

Keywords | modern Japanese art, Japanese modern art, south, southern
lands, southward advance
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