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| Abstract |

As a principal approach of modernist photographic expression, photomontage
integrated with the visual communicative method of photojournalism --
emerged as a critical practices of political propaganda during the 1920s and
1930s. This paper examines visual propaganda produced through collaborations
between Japanese graphic designers and photographers under the auspices of
the Japanese government and military, including visual periodical publications
such as the photographic magazine Nippon and the pictorial magazine
Front. Through a close analysis of visual rhetoric of these visual texts, this
study explores the structural complicity among modernism, nationalism,
and its extreme form - militarism - during wartime Japan, and the intricate
entanglements that connected these forces.

Modernism in Japan, particularly as articulated through photographic
practices, cannot be understood in isolation from the ideological apparatus
and state power of Japanese militarism. This study seeks to investigate how
photography -- arguably the most emblematic representational form of western
modernism at the time -- was appropriated and integrated into the imperial
expansionist project of the Japanese state. In doing so, it also interrogates
the transformations that Japanese modernism itself underwent in this
process. Through the analysis of these visual texts this paper aims to reveal
how nationalism and militarism strategically absorbed and instrumentalized
modernist aesthetics for propagandistic ends.

Keywords | photography, propaganda, modernism, nationalism, militarism
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