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Reexamining Shiotsuki Toho:
A Focus on Landscape Paintings
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| Abstract |

Once forgotten in the postwar period, Shiotsuki Toho's role in modern Taiwanese
art was re-acknowledged by pioneering researchers in the late 1990s. However,
due to the significant loss of his works, discourse surrounding Shiotsuki has
largely focused on his depictions of Indigenous Formosans. This paper centers
on three landscape paintings by Shiotsuki that have surfaced in recent years,
aiming to move beyond established frameworks and reexamine his diverse
and far-reaching artistic practice from multiple perspectives. The three works
- Budding (1927), View from Shoushan (1928) and Eluanbi (circa 1935] -
were created for different purposes and display distinct content, forms, and
styles: Budding was produced for the inaugural Taiwan Fine Arts Exhibition,
View from Shoushan was presented as a tribute to the Emperor of Japan,
and Eluanbi was gifted to the first principal of Second Taipei Normal School.
A comparison of these works reveals that Shiotsuki was able to flexibly adapt
his style and approach according to the intended purpose, demonstrating a
rich and versatile expressive capacity. Through repeated field investigations
across various regions of Taiwan, his landscape paintings not only reflect a deep
understanding and unique interpretation of local characteristics but also reveal
his attentiveness to historical contexts, native flora, and original landscapes
rooted in memory and place. Shiotsuki’s relationship with the Japanese art
world remains difficult to explore in depth due to the scarcity of surviving works.
The emergence of Eluanbi offers valuable clues to an overlooked aspect of
Shiotsuki’s practice. This work reveals a connection between Shiotsuki and the
development of Japanese (Eastern-style) oil painting on the Japanese mainland.
Shiotsuki’'s engagement with both oil painting and nanga reflects his interest
in Japanese (Eastern-style] oil painting, particularly evident in his emphasis
on linear expression and thin-layered brushwork. This aspect of his practice
warrants further investigation in future research.
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