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Takeji Fujishima'’s Interest in“T0OYO and Antiquity”
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| Abstract |

Takeji Fujishima depicted the Tenpyo period in his works Reminiscences of
Tenpyo (1902) and Harmonic Resonance (1903), revealing a vague yearning
for the Tang Dynasty culture that extended from China to Central Asia. During
his studies in Europe, he sketched ruins in Rome and copied Roman frescoes,
demonstrating an interest in the origins of Western art. After returning to Japan,
Takeji Fujishima sketched Chinese yong (figurines) and possessed artifacts such
as horse yong, Iranian miniatures, and Egyptian Ushabti figures. Furthermore,
his Collection of Sketches includes drawings of miniatures and Egyptian
masks. Similarities between his painting Saint (1920) and ancient encaustic
portraits have been noted, and Woman with Clasped Hands (1930) is based
on the murals of the Thousand Buddha Grottoes in Dunhuang. This essay will
discuss how, in his later years, Takeji Fujishima conceived his unique religious
female figures by referencing past cultures spanning from China to Egypt and
the Middle East.

Keywords | Toyo, youg, the murals of the Thousand Buddha Grottoes in
Dunhuang, Saint (1920), Woman with Clasped Hands (1930)
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