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Three Faces of a City:

Revisiting the Film “Taipei Story,” the Screenplay “On Faith and Suspicion”
and the Novella “A City of Hot Summer”
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| Abstract |

With the manuscript of Edward Yang’s script unearthed and exhibited in 2023,
this article rereads his 1985 film “Taipei Story” and two other related works in
the same context: one is Yang’s unfilmed script “On Faith and Suspicion”, which
using actress Brigitte Lin as the original character model; the other is the novella “A
City of Hot Summer” written by Chu T’ien-wen, one of the screenwriters, after
she participated in the film work and had the intention of independent creation.
Although these three works are independent stories, they are all set in Taipei and
describe the love lives of urban characters in the 1980s. This article will review the
creation process of each work, and use urban and gender writing as observation
angles to further explore the masculinity of the male characters in each text, and
try to provide new interpretations in addition to the binary analysis of innovation/

conservatism.

Keywords | Taiwan New Cinema, City Writing, Gender Writing, Toxic
Masculinity
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