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On Speech Affectation and the Cinematic in Edward Yang’s A Confucian
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| Abstract |

Initiated on the occasion of the film director Edward Yang’s birthday party, “Taiwan
Cinema Manifesto,” published in early 1987, signaled not so much the beginning
but the end of the Taiwan New Cinema movement. This article aims to examine
Yang’s 1994 film, A Confucian Confusion, through the lenses of two concepts:
speech affectation and the cinematic. It argues that Yang’s mission had always been
to accomplish a form of cinema that drastically departs from the “another kind of
cinema” proposed in the Manifesto. The main body of the article will delineate
the place of speech affectation in Yang’s oeuvre, that is, the origin, expression,
and appraisal of speech affectation. Using A Confucian Confusion as a case
study, this article will situate the use of speech affectation across various artforms
(such as theatre and literature) and genres (in particular, American melodrama
and screwball comedy). It will also assess the impact of speech affectation on the
reception of Yang’s film and the relationship between speech affectation and the
cinematic. By way of conclusion, the article will raise broader questions about how
this case study can lead us to ask a new set of research questions and to embark on

possible future projects.

Keywords | Speech affectation, the cinematic, Edward Yang, A Confucian
Confusion, Taiwan Cinema Manifesto
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1986 F 11 A > —HIHKBFEEGEENR HMEL  FERRHE G
WP e —EES > MHAESNEEENE - RIEEEE
(IR S IR 2 s A 2 1 At 2l 5 Mtk T - /5 725 A RAE & PR S A B AH
Z=Rg  ME SR PR LR BREGRZREE » IR A BRIEM
— T (HEEEE TAE o (BEMHE ~ MORK ~ 22/ > 2022) 1987 4F 1
H 24 HERR (PEEEH) 1 REtTAEEEEYES  HiH— M
B —EFAENZER) (TR (FEEYES) ) H #EXRELA T
N BRTHERTIENE > tEEEFE AL MEMBENMER
R TAESIEEE ) TERBILE - BEREMN ~ 2EBRETE > n[HEE
EK oM > (REEFES) NEMREME  EEAR AN B ER
TESER R ORI (FBER -~ BEE - M—IE ~ 8% 0 1982) B
R PuE > mHE S NE R E R B BOREN ~ KR EER GRS R
B ANEiR AR RmERE TR Mk TEHARD) (&
TR 1988 1 116) c WEERHMNE » (AEEFES) ZZFNEZ
SRR AR RNGEL AN BSEZ2HELZEBN TR mA
2% (Lu2011: 122) ; HGEEEZSEREBILEARMHS 0 €2
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% 0 2022) o

22024 FERS KA » (REERES) 1RH T EEER I ARRIE ?
H S RIET RS T HAERERN [ —HEEY) BEENTEX  #A
HEMHRMTERZ 5B EEAZ  (EERMD TR LR 14
E A EMGHES - AXALE R ER] (ERE 19881 112) o EfH



—
w

9[3!11V qDJBQSQH )d,%&#ﬁ,%

MERREAMIES » AR E IR Z BN GEE R - AR BIEEEEN - U
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B EERFE BR2BOATER EATEMEBELNIEHARL
INE 0 2010 1 124) 2k o BIABE Cfr) |G > REHA S
FIEM e H S ? AXEEMUEEAHEGmESHERER (B
BREHS) NAVIGEE 1994 1) EIZFHMR) (EXRH A Confucian
Confusion > Hi%ly REINZRY ) 6] > (€SB PEBELE M E R EES
PIA > SIAGEE—BEFTH > HEZE (FEEYES) T H—H
B REHBW —M FE—EE¥) | » fEEAGE ) 8%

HOJE SR B R S R i > TSR T B E QB AL E -
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1947 A ~ 2007 FHAMIGEES > —EEEWEIE R RLEALE > 7]
Doy =fEpE B © (—) RHEGERTECEH KRR D NEY > B
1983 4F (AT —K) ~ 1985 4F (HFWITIE) ~ 1986 & (&t +)
DUR 1991 48 (Hhizafa/ D NEE) 5 (2D 1990 EARH IR =R (5
SERHR)  (1994) A CREREY  (1996) 5 (=) 2000 R EYURF R &
FHEEHELN (——) o HFEHEELN - FENEIE > BB EEFENEE
— R T AE [ SCERE ) 01986 TEZELHRE (BER/SNKEH) —F
Wkt TEMGTEE E AR A MUk OERRRIHCER) B2k 8% WG
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"X g AAFRRA  BHERTGTFHAZTELEST 0 X3
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NEEHERHBEEETZHMGKRNE O — ) Bk AT e
NEAERIEEEYRB2ENME > HERM M > RIS EN

APE T o ARETE RS A E e M 0 5 B REE TR HERES —
HEPHIE S

(5] 280 7 S R A ) o T B e = > AT ] DAGE ] @ B REER R R R B R
Al ? B & 2 BB R BB A TR ? A KB

FeSC R HEW AR B SRR DB E ) BN o —R
B R B S R B e S AN L A SR B EE ¢ T @ E R R AT AR R AL X
BEFZ > FRFEAMREFTABLFGERE TN RgE A2
A e S TEEGEE - 7 (Thomas Leicch) HFMLAERREE 7y it 2 (42
ZEBME Y AX SR ERXTFR] (uncinematic, literary, bookish ; 2013:
85) o B Ay AN ER AN TR RSB B = RMEAE - IEEBEEAY B AAES  SCREE
S HIERES - DU AT BERE S W Bl 2B PSR HEE 2
FEAE %8 —FE 4 o (Leitch 2013: 90) AN BAEERIBEEZH NS
VORE R TREERRRE Y 5 HHRR R RR R Y BELEE B R R i A 1Al Y 3 B R B[]
Ao RN HIGER B 1920 FAORMERE EAHZNAEBHI, > 287
FERE R EMEA CRE L TN e ANSCRE TR A T 0 BAKE
BIERTE AT A 0 B 7 1930 AR » s 2 o an [ E BRI B o (Leitch
2013: 93) Hitt > FAf AT DAECE ) — IR PSR AR &S > A SO SR AU S B e 2
GEEIBISHH SRR 0 Jo A B AR A 1R S S 2 B ISRBIE h HO OAAR E A
WR 0 BRI LR G ERRI RS RATIE R R ISR A H R
EEFR DB SCERE - 20 - BIBRESRE  BEPHILSIE e E
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IR RBR R EAAR T

EREERE S e AR S R SR REN 52 AR 2 BAEHE R Bt
TR B 1R > S e 2% 28 R A e 1 FRAM B AR S SR R A -
e R AR TS0 MEES ) (licerary language 5 fEHY
XRUGER T AT LR 2 FF RN TC#RE) ) > BEAFRHEAMEARKE
Kiie 1L T7TEBEHHRGYFHIEHF# 8 (rhetorical norms) |
R A LU TEY T#8 ) (decorum ; Leitch 2013: 85) ° HE
b wEEEE T ERE ARSI AR AZRR - [AfE (Michael
Wood) FERAY  Tthe movies) * F45 1930 FHRRE 1960 FAAHIL I
R (Leitch 2013: 96-97) o fEH S > Tfilm) ~ lcinema) H1 Tmoviel
RN TR o HAESRSE X H > Tmoviey Z3RINTEFE > MH > R
BETSEGR - F# (Noél Carroll) BIFE » HEW Tmovies) G
178 — MBI THHBEIE ) (Hollywood International) HY &R HILJE % |
(classical style) FFARAIEAL 5 WRIEER © Tmovies) AMEEHREIRER
ERPHSREGRE ER) MIFEF AL o (Carroll 1985: 81)

WA g | A TER R > R EHH Tthe movies) 2 MBiayFw » 8 &
Bl AREHE, > B2 "THAFTENIERTER (alicenced zone
of unreality ; Wood 1975: 3-4, 8 ; 5| H Leitch 2013: 96) ° {HZ » 1930 4
ORZE 1960 FRAIHTE HIG 52 M IR — B0 > RN 2 H 4 IEF -

THELFEHE  (Veronica Pravadelli) BIEAy L ZH K4 SIS &8 B U s AL
— T HASEE RN 0 B A FARGBEE o (Pravadelli 2015: 1-2)
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L BUE B SRR e R A EAE IS (2015: 2) o T H B AV AR TS EUAS
BAZAERAT (lifestyles and existential models ; 2015:5) © EAh > DL 1940 2
1950 AR TS EF ) (progressive film) Zfl » BEHIEIEZ DR
BEY s WHEBEEREREMGF (family melodrama) 253 > G KA E
T8 LRV (excess) TERAABHRREMERBERAEISMEH o (2015:
10-11) tEVER - B SR ERRREIRIE B B b A ~ Al
KZ GRS > 4 SR&E S 8 A7 Pl BRAY B2 B H 4T~ Tthe movies)
FRRBE 8 DA B 2 I i B R RS € > AN T DATE 4 A 8 468 LU R EX 21 A2
B Bl (B=H) RN ERIEL AR -

feliza fAARAs AR E B CRAZRFAR) - IRIEGEF & DEARNE - AR —BE LUK
WEEEYRELFEEZHZERET 5 HEENEEAKNARER G
RN R EES 0 BEHE (Fredric Jameson) HERS4ME Y& I LH
1 (Jameson 1992) I BE 4220 b7 A 4 HE35 A8 BB S A S BB A
TR AR = BIEAE o B Tthe movies) FEFZEE - RIBEGHEIE
B BARBIARNR K ES - 83188 (Raymond Chandler) AURRIE > TH
BERTLAEZRBMATAL » BHAJE (sharpness) £ &1  (Chandler 1995:
1071 ; 51 H Leitch 2013: 98) ° 72 » (HIZIRFAR) B3R 45

lconfusion) BAHGRZE NN - HEEMEMEHE RIE —HEEEE
s ENHYTETR o DL CEAZIRR) HARINBEE SRR H AR 2
M TEet) —eAZ 8% (film) M2 EA  (movie) -
ELRARSAERR [ —f T —fEs | EEELIHRALSES
B H A - A iR ) | AR SRR ol SR SCE R - SR © R
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RER—& > DIE RO R #pk—18 B 45 B 2RI o i #5652
i1 1990 AR HHATE B JLAY RIS B S TARE AL » 3% 1 RBLAY 2 MM 7R
1987 4 G il AN AR T2 IR BOZAETS RS B 0 i —
Lo MEE) # TR RUISSEREAIRES -

L - RN (REERES) MR E [H—EE) WEE—AIER
~ Bl A B b BB — R R SR G L BEEEE R
A 35 B AR BN B & e HERRRAZ —i i - X (Woody
Allen) ° HE | GEEEIAE GBIZFMR) AT EAZ 77 RRME X iH
BN EL © 1992 FAGMEE 2 BB E P MeE (HBLEE)  (Sight and
Sound) THE—ERIEBZEXIGE) My H T KREF SR MmN
CBIEEY (Manhattan > 1979) © tEA  $FEBRFEER TIRTFEIS)
UL A F A4 BAREAE—sRIBH > B — @5 Edward Yang Does
Woody Allen #5718 & RS @ [RTFRIGHHOEG 2K R BIEHA
(RBEMANEEY (SOME SHALLOWEST STORIES FROM SOME
SHALLOWEST MEN) i A5 EEMEFE B B U mAVE G - 2023
TR LT N EM AR R R B BRSO FE 0 T——5E 45
mE, e B TEREH (8 1] o AR AR IO R E G
(HEEM HF A T1990s) o (EMBEE ~ HIR2E 0 2023 1 205) HEREHRTE
R H A RA E X CURNRTE - (IR BT H AR B 2 A
1993 FE2R BIARAVALSE 7 (EEFZBRIRRE(R  EZEEGEE) (AR !
(ME SRR Z2E THE  EEB e Fy—F - vo) ) # o KIHLRMA]
DUHE B R R 1 BB RS B 2 1992 B2 1993 4E[H] o I5ATIE » B M4 5k
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FERGTEE CRAZIRFC) RO g - 408 3 AMESE T RNz
HOTERRIS O > EAER TR BALROEE r B 1Y TAE =M 02| TIEf 18T 1 1
Aty (8 2] DU SCmiie R (8 3] - vl RUmERE SO B R EyHLAL

B 1 S (REEARE) o A48 1992-1993 4EH 5 HlEE T——2M 58 BE—
b XY RS IR  FAF IR R R E L AL A S R R R o

2 AIEE LIRS RoRANAIIRR o I8 AR @ 2 3 BB LIRSS LRATSUMATIR A o [ A2
Bl CRERZMURR I R E) ik > 2EG  CERIERN | REREGEE) i
1993 4F > HARE LEBHE ; BRMINE hops://www. 2 1993 4 0 HAE LEHE ;5 E R SHUE heps:/
youtube.com/watch?v=j1 BFQsWWgq2k ° www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1BFQsWWq2k °
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FE—EF R BEERR CRIZRR) 2thE REHAE SRR - M
LAZTBRIUMER o GEEZE > 1995 0 175) &R LRrE - A AT DGR
T HTEEREEIMRE (BEEYES) Rl T —HEEE) HE
KAERE > EEARERBEREE > TERNEAR T TS
a1 o JUHE (ESIRL) WHRISCEREREL > @G 7 BB S B 5
2R~ BN — SRR R EE R 1990 FRW 2 E RIS H
NIRRT — R AR G o

o GBI MR AR

ARLLL CEIZRC) ZWTFEE R o /A B SR a] DURE R {18 77 T 2 B A% o
Bt IR AETIA (BRE2EHEENKE) - HEE 4%
RETEHEIE R R EY > BR T (FBITE) KRR AR R XMEZEE
Ah o BTEB 2B T HAt/SE R SRS TAE - @A =80 (R (R )
HRMEE — ARE > RIS PR EREAZRHBMRET > g2t
LR SR R AS R o O H IR EEHBREARE > HIEERE —BHaiE M
EREGEE - Gty 1) BIZEIEE ~ BEP] - &6 (1980 ik
SRR EENE) 0 2 CRIZRR) RIUBEMEL - BRZ s - EAE
T (1990 FRBZEMB2HEEE R 2A) 5 BERAVEEA RN > ATAE
M — 8% 82 g EWR SR E > ERECEEEH - EREREEMRA -
5= 1990 FNATR 21 188 B S8R5 R R G R E VT ER O AMER
1988 4 1% 57 & IRf 1Y B 37 B i 22 e BB 2 ) || 058 > TEBURI Z Bk TR

IS B BB E R N CBIZRA)
Gie) M (——) > Hef (i) 55
PP XHARREENGEE ; HE
RREIEBANT  REE ( (EEN
—R) ) ~/NE KRB FY ) 0 DU
RIS~ BIEE ~ dEsRE ( (HhsEEDF
TN ) o
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JRE ) BRAE R 1990 AT Bk, TIRFRIS) 0 R 1992 45 Bt
INBISS AR A S AT BRI KR ) o R AR & R £RIB
WIBEEHIR (R 5 AN HEERER AFITE 1991 /Y (Hhisd
EHDFERNEM) K25 THEEAMRAF]  (Yang & His Gang) %
T 1994 K] (JEZRR) BEH %% TIRTER)  (Atom Films)  Hl[A]
WK TR B35 (R4 0 A RAGTE B B AR & M AE ma {1 28 i S8 I8 81
MR e & UWEFEIEmMS » ) BE&E —HRE AtLg A~
AN » AV BZIEFE B SO BTHBRATE - ARSI 2R
AR5 Bt [R] e A 3 2 S E R IR o

FEREEAT > LA EEMERN 5 —M Ty —mEE) ) I
IR REA > HEEARMBEAN S > Bk R) BEGEER
HEbER o T HLUR - SR E R AR 0 IR MECER T REH
EHl 5 TSR EE  (screwball comedy) FEARZRIEME o MRARE K338
it 1930 AR R - HEME REEE TBZERuez) Al B
B2 B ' A B A A 20 i v 8 38 17 282 185 -0 RF S A 2 B B9 55 M 5o o )
o MBS A 28 o (Gehring 1986: 178) HEEHRZ
AL B A SR BR R A B R 3 A A SO > BYERTIE RAE SRS R T 5t
Ky (anti-hero)  T&TAHFIE R B R HUIT LAY B —E MR 2 A8 —
BEMEM ; EATEMRARHEKAEM - A5l#K (Charlie Chaplin) Z 5|
RTINS R R B AR EHT - /88K (Wes D. Gehring) HJFE
% BEABR (alkie; i HaANEY) ) HER > BEAEUR
7 RB AR =R I S REAY) > A e SRS S R (slapstick) ERAEE
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BHZEWEEMH © (Gehring 1986: 185) WZHEFNIZ  slapstick FHHIE
e 22 B R A USRS B (S B RIRCR Y7730 © - (Mundy and White 2012:
19) TSR =B FERRZ Bt @ MAYHEIIRETE (Gehring 1986: 180)

A @ s RER ™ (Gehring 1986: 182) Il 1 &% = B Hi B ) IR T R 2 7B 52
00 ) 2 A R R T 1930 AR RIE AR B SRF S B o U HOR HARE M -
Hid = B 1 75 SR ARG 0 AN EREARTE B LAl - SRR T # B 0 Bt
R LU BRI A CRAZRHR) AR SCERRE -

FEMEE 2y > BEPAT AR SRR B S5 - B I B2 IR A B R IRF AR I
HE S Al DU EIRMEAIE BEAYE N o (Gehring 1986: 180) K1E 7S MHAKAS -
AL ) BB S PRFE LR SR - B 5 > WkE 5=
(intertitle) HIJERRAAME ; B k514 Gasg) <FiR> 1 T
BE o XATmEH? )] B TBRE R TG 21 0 F—5RkERKHHHE
T Imtsek dhapa—+FHERERERALNAT) > H
5 1980 = 1990 FANR LRI [ SESRHERME ) 19 B - it
Ah o CIESZIAR) BRI A A BLR AR = RISV & © LTS Molly
(B BIEE R EESUEFFERE S+ 08 A5 KR
(FAAREN) AYUSE A2 RG2S A4S S 5 T Bl SRCAEL 2 8RN EE A Bl
S| T B S L AP B AR S RIS A 0 AT A /NMZ (childlike ;
Gehring 1986: 181) » JHIF LA T » UGB RF & 583 E4K Molly ; #
P A Molly RIAERE Y BI5E /N Bir  (EWBARN) M2tk > = AR
AR EIERSZE B TR /= L/ FEBE - BERNZ - (B2
IRFR) It MamPE s & > BRRE BRI — RS N E E B EFER
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HRE AR > 414 Molly BABRHI/NEL (ZEF6) #6855 1555 — X REA/NE (£
AERHER) babskAedr (i R X EREREHRGE @ TRMEET8H RS
R Aok ) o BEAHE Molly [RIRE BefE =& N (FI$X ~ /N Bir » &
s 1)t AR i 0 T ) B & BRI Larry (PR EEHG) ) ZRETIIAER © 1€
WA B RO B = R LT R Y - B RAR SR R R B e . O
NZIRFA)  FO L5 ] {5 T B 20 IS 20 3 1 e e

MFERNEM > EZRR) NERRFE FEEZRRNGREHAER
MEILE TS - HER 16 REZR FRNE R RS E » S2EZ2HEEY
iR (A1 1986 ) CEEWFHIK) (Hannah and Her Sisters) ) T
AN — 8 o AR AR = BIENE T B Rtz ARK  EIZRHD)
M7FRARNDRIERZRERG » mEFEm 7R 1 TR agt—
RN T KR ENEG) ~ AR LRBOREE ;&
BHEFAHE B G  BHE (BOMEHAT) D TRMEe —fegBE A > &
AR RARENRIE R Molly #E A AN AEE: o a1 Bl - 1EM sk
TEME > CERNMHERASGAE > HEP—RTRE C TRMEEHE
F o REWFHEMEEA o WA L5 (——) EEEHEE
M TREAE ) ) TEEER) IXEROH » Hh—kRFRA 7
) B RAE#EZ WKL)  NEMHBEF FERR TE554
0 MBS HM?  WAETH > DIk TR EREFE > REdEREAM
FE% 2 MBUREE » #ISH A Ba EE s RE s T AW - HEER
AR E R AN YEREER T TIEERIE) R E - BIANA & ERE S b
MRAE o (Leitch 2013: 87)
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EREXZANVINOE > XEREERE RAR o GBIZRR) B ERRT
RHBENER > MR EEAREE > FikERR4 > RIFAFRLIK
THETHEANBRE > XRS5 — LB RBRUNIE M o 55— R b
— PR E IR BT =R TR TA S ARA T K FE R
B ARIBERF L ABI RS0 > KHY 2= N 2 R BB E SRR -
AR TR s o [ A5 T R 28 A5 B & Bl = (1 = (B 32 il o IR
81 55 N R g 7R 52 505 Y 1 85 2B T/ N Bie > AR 18 T 2B E 2 5 e
[ 228 A e > R —BROER

HELEN  ARTVEFEET » e RERLETRBEF GFE - ROARKE
BATBE 22757 « AR A R T2 MEBEER - RRE KWK
EFEERERAREAEG  ZHERAARRKEN  HEHAHRE - M
H&RMEAZRKE#R > #RKXE - HEZKRER? KE#AKREK
ARAB F L o dm R R K og v ek AR 48 B 6935 0 AR JEERF & T AR AT
BTR?2BGERTTHEREMEDDEE > LFEL?FFAH » R
REGHERE > RFLZHRKE > BBk ! SRFHEAEERMA
#e — B AE AT ?

feeh kTR BAIR B > /N Bir BB H B RA W o7 5 0 Ea ANYEH
IR R 2 — SRR » S52 M B DA R R S B RS AR DU S 2= e h
o MUESIAE Bl > A N R ) 1| AR S (4 1985 FEfRE) —
RFHY CIR—4F > WMFARE) ) B/NRBIMZEER 7 ERERERRIR
FBUGHSEEE| EESE > RIR B FE2 A8 (1850) BrhEEREBIE A HAH L
By TR BEEEER TRZAEMRD o 8 H P A 2] — kT 1 e

ARGl 2 AR EBRAY > W5 E
EHRIIEIA (BBIEE > 1994) BERH
B EADFFHA > IG5 O
A A R e R S R SCE RS 0 A S5
AR A E R R o
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Fesn CRSZR) EESCEER T 0 2EE TEE ) METEE AR
G o 2B 2 €0 s FH Y SO AR R A R A 0 T AR Y BB T 7 AU A
At 0 it s B 1 )N Bir 8RR R AN B G aE Y BR AR T 22 At R 52 0 L RE
ESTRRESE > BafEmf T38E) WAEEM S AENZIE  BREEEE
v AN A (AT SR 2 BC 2 1 R A SRS (= R o
/N Bir FYEIESE ¢ TRIEH B RAATT - Hbr Koy FAE 2 A R BILIK
e RAREFRAGINIRKREARATENRRAKREF FE > BEIRNA
k1 MR TRARZAMMBEERYAT  REXREEFCERS  #
R e K 7 ) —— i e B E B E N AT G G OR A T 2 R 1R
ARELEE BB E RN ILERN B ARV RE R E R R SRR A
Il ? S LR A N — TR o

TESCHRER B A > AT DU — 2D A OB RER T T 3 - BB R
R NI 0 ) Bir S22 T kK 0 IEEIHIAE Molly RIHFAE
%52 Molly MIgtaHAH (BRAZS580) B - T RE R & S O - 7S sH S5 00
FER R > PR 7 CBAREREH > BA Molly HAAR M3 AL E R
FF e AEBERRETM - RIRE 1949 FHER RS RITEA RG] B
R RFMAREG B BY  BEFEH > DB R E R
BER—E; e CERE M CREIZRR) - 208 AT DU S 7 i 5 Y
FF8 o Molly SHAHRYSTHE > BLREUh AT A6 AU SCEERE » & 284 Al DUE A B i &2
RS AR BREAMICHERUEFR > RIEEEH RN R R B AR
BT H - WOHBH A RZ iR SR - TR A BRI o R
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